
Poison

Flammable

Explosive

Corrosive

• Not all products are controlled by the WHMIS legislation, and so they may not have
WHMIS labels or use the exact same symbols as WHMIS.  You’ll see these other symbols
on products you commonly find around the house and garden, including cosmetics (like
hairsprays), pesticides, and some consumer and household products (like oven cleaners).
These products use the International Hazard Symbols you see below.

• For your safety, you should be able to recognize these symbols and understand what
hazards they represent.

• The following warning symbols used on labels are not controlled by WHMIS legislation:

Note:  The border that surrounds each symbol signifies the danger level of the hazard.

• An octagon (same shape as a stop sign) indicates “ DANGER“ and represents the
most dangerous hazard.

• A four-sided diamond, indicates “WARNING“ and represents a moderate or 
medium hazard level.  A warning diamond does not pose as extreme a risk as the
danger octagon.

• The upside-down triangle indicates “CAUTION” and represents the slightest or
least hazard of the three borders. This does not make it hazardless!  Use these
products with caution.

DANGER WARNING CAUTION
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Name:  ____________________                                Date: __________________________       

WHMIS and Safety Worksheet
1. What does WHMIS stand for?

2. What is the purpose of WHMIS?

3. What information would you find on a WHMIS label?

4. Do all products and chemicals have WHMIS labels?  Explain.

5. Identify the following symbols, write down at least one hazard this symbol represents 
and give one example of a material or chemical that may have this symbol.

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

A              B            C              D               E    F                G               H    

Identify Symbol                         One Hazard              Example
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  A                B                        C

  D                E                         F

G                       H                          I

J                        K                         L

6.  What is an MSDS, and what kind of information would be found on it?

7. Identify the following International Safety Symbols. A ________________________

B ________________________

C ________________________

D ________________________

E ________________________

F ________________________

G ________________________

H ________________________

I ________________________

J ________________________

K ________________________

L ________________________
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Safety in the Science Classroom Exercise

For each of the following safety rules, give one GOOD reason why we have that safety
rule.

a) Never begin an experiment or lab without your teacher’s permission.
Sample Answer:
The teacher might have some important information you need to make the 
experiment work properly and safe.

b) Keep your safety goggles on as long as there are any chemicals being used in the lab, even if you
yourself are finished.

c) Never eat, drink, or chew gum during a lab.

d) Put test tubes in a test tube rack before pouring liquids into them.

e) Make sure your hands are dry when using electrical equipment.

f) Report any injuries, no matter how minor, to your teacher.

g) Always cut away from yourself and away from others when using a scalpel.

h) When diluting acid, always add small amounts of acid to large amounts of water.

i) If your clothing catches on fire, never run.

j) When holding a bottle from which you are going to pour chemical, keep the label against the palm of
your hand.

k) If a chemical gets in your eye, flush it with running water for at least 15 minutes.
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